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Kate Gottgens was born in Durban in 1965 and currently resides and works
in Cape Town. She graduated from the Michaelis School of Fine Art af the
University of Cape Town, South Africa in 1987. She presented her first solo
exhibition in 1993 entitled Modern Wonders. Subsequent solo shows include:
most recently Tired from Smiling at SMAC Gallery in Cape Town in 2017;
Famine at SMAC Gallery in Johannesburg in 2016; MALICE Aforethought at
SMAC Gallery in Cape Town in 2013; Merry Hell and the Dreambody in 2010;
Asleep Inside You in 2009; and Little Deaths in 2007. In 2014 Gottgens made
her international debut Savage Nature at Espacio Liquido in Gijon, Spain.

Gottgens has exhibited in numerous group shows locally and abroad since
1988-most notably; the 8th New Delhi Triennale in India in 1994 and Scurvy
at the Castle of Good Hope in Cape Town in 1995. SMAC Galllery presented
Gottgens at Miart in Milan, Italy in 2014, and selected international fairs
including Artissima in 2017.

Following Gottgens’ inclusion as the only South African selected for
Thames and Hudson’s publication, 100 Painters of Tomorrow in 2014, her
work was exhibited at One Art Space in New York City, USA as part of the
exhibition to launch the publication. In 2015, SMAC Gallery published Kate
Goftgens // Paintings 2007 — 2015 to coincide with her exhibition Infinite
Loop in Stellenbosch. SMAC Gallery published Gottgens' second book
Goftgens // Paintings 2015 — 2017 in 2017 to coincide with her exhibition,
Tired From Smiling.

In 2018, Gottgens' work was included in the Investec Cape Town Art Fair,
South Africa; a group presentation at artemonte-carlo in Monte Carlo,
Monaco and a solo presentation at Sydney Contemporary in Sydney,
Australia; all with SMAC Gallery.



Cold Cuts

In her latest body of work, ftitled ‘Cold Cuts’, Kate Gottgens confinues
her exploration in the vernacular of suburban life, focusing with irony on
domestic dysfunction. Like a platter of cold meats — both conceptually
and in its presentation — Goftgens’ work comes as a raw and fleshy
analysis of the New World middle class at play. Stark renderings of
individuals submerged in the ‘everyday’ — walking from a parked car
outside McDonalds, or bathing lazily beside a swimming pool - Gottgens’
characters have seemingly arrived here by surgical amputation or
fransplant. Made up of individual composites creating an interrelated yet
jarringly disparate whole, ‘Cold Cuts’ finds its strength in infercut portrayals
of disconnection and emotional emptiness. This series of paintings presents
itself as a subtle and dreamlike critique of contemporary society, giving
us both its pleasures and its pitfalls. Its halcyon picnics and ropey interiors
display both the humour and the angst of everyday dissatisfactions. In
the absence of specifics in time and place it's almost as if the painfings
are struggling to remember something... perhaps an uncertain nostalgic
yearning for a golden age.



Kate Gottgens
The Abstractor
2018

Oil on Canvas
150x 150 cm




Kate Gottgens
Group Hug
2018

Oil on Canvas
75x75¢cm



Oil on Canvas



Kate Gottgens
Silvers

2018

Oil on Canvas
95x 96 cm



Kate Gottgens
Hypnotics
2018

Oil on Canvas
150 x 150 cm




Kate Gottgens
Picnic

2018

Oil on Canvas
76 x75cm
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Kate Gottgens
The Heiress
2018

Oil on Canvas
90x 130 cm



Kate Gottgens
Bird's Eye View
2018

Oil on Canvas
69 x 90 cm



Kate Gottgens
Paddling Pool
2018

Oil on Canvas
50x 51 cm



Kate Gottgens
Trio (Suspender)
2018

Oil on Canvas
62x62cm



Kate Gottgens

Trio (Bending over Backwards)
2018

Oil on Canvas

62 x62cm



Kate Gottgens
Are we there?
2018

Oil on Canvas
50x 51 cm
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

Please contact SMAC Gallery for more information regarding the availability of the
works included in this portfolio, or for any other queries.

STELLENBOSCH CAPE TOWN JOHANNESBURG info@smacgallery.com
1st Floor, De Wet Centre 1st Floor, The Palms 1st Floor, The Trumpet www.smacgallery.com
Church Street 145 Sir Lowry Road 19 Keyes Avenue

Stellenbosch, 7600 Woodstock Rosebank, 2196

T+27 (0)21 887 3607 T+27 (0)21 461 1029 T+27 (0)10 594 5400



